Op kora gatupa Balwarta ypkea BO
AmepuiKa, Kako e opraHu3npaHa u
KOHKPETHO KOJIKY [OJIFO OMNCTOjyBa
upkeata "Cs. lNasne’, Hejnnc, ®no-
puga?

2

SHAHEEN: Hapogute og CpepneH Uc-
TOK, Cnpuja, JIn6aH, JopgaH n Ernner, kon
360pyBaart Ha aparncku jasuk, Bo CeBepHa
AmepuKa moyHane da goaraat ywre of,
1860 rogvHa. [MpBuTe Npeno3HaTInBK rpy-
nu npucturHane so 1880 rogmHa. Bo 1890
roagvHa nocakyBameTo Aa nva Lipksa ru
JOHece 1 NpBUTE LIPKBY, KOV Ce Hapeky-
Baa "Cupumjcka mrcuja Ha PyckaTta npaBo-
CnaBHa LpkBa Bo AMmepuka'. [pBroT cBelw-
TeHVK 6un Apan, o6pa3oBaH Mo PycKuoT
cuctem. Toj ocHoBan upksu Bo CoegunHe-
TnTe AMeprKaHcku [ip>kaeu 1 Bo KaHaaa -
cuTe nopg pycka jypucamkumja. Okony 1920
ropnHa, ceewTteHnuymTe oA LipkBaTta of
AHTUNOX, NCTO TaKa, OCHoBane LpKewu. lNo-

P

PasroBopor ro Bogelue:
Ennsabeta
XALIN-CTOJAHOBA
KOCTYPCKA

BEKETO Of LPKBUTE Ce Haorane BO rpa-
foBuUTe, Kage 6une noumpaHu rnaBHUTE
MenesHnuYKmn NMHKnn. Bo Toa Bpeme umano
MHOFy Npo6neMm u KOHOINKTU BO pam-

MUUIA

KuTe Ha LipKBaTa, WTO ja NpaBu NMHTEpecHa
Hej3uHaTa ncropuja. Ho, BpemeTo He 103-
BOJyBa cera ja 36opyBame 3a uctopujara.
KoHeuHo, Bo 1975 roauiHa, cute noaenbu
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FULLY KEEPS THE RELIGION

How many years Your church exist of Americans showed interest in Ortho- :

in USA, how is organized and pre- doxy and the Church doubled in size. It In,terVIeWEd by

cisely for how long exist the Church  continues to grow with nearly 300 Elizabeta HADZI-STOJANOVA
"St.Paul” here in Naples, Florida? Churches and growing every year. In KOSTURSKA

SHAHEEN: People from the Middle
East, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt
- all Arabic speaking began to arrive in
North America as early as 1860. The first
recognizable groups arrived in 1880. By
1890, the desire for the presence of the
Church had brown and the first Churches
were called the “Syrian Mission of the
Russian Orthodox Church in America.
The first Bishop was Arab born, Russian
educated and he established Churches
across the United States and Canada - all
under the Russian jurisdiction. Around
1920, priests and bishops from the
Church of Antioch also were establishing
Churches. Most of the Churches were in
cities of the major railroad lines. There
were many problems and conflicts and
divisions within the Church which makes
for an interesting history. Time does not
allow for it to be told now. Finally in
1975, all the divisions were removed and
the Church was unified. In 1987, a group

35 MAKEJOHCKO COHLE 731/4.7.2008



6ea otcTpaHeTu 1 Lipkeata ce obeanHn Bo
enHa. Bo 1987 rogunHa rpyna AmMepmkaHum
Nnokakaa MHTepec 3a NPaBOC/IaBNETO U
LipkBaTta ce pgynnupaile BO ronemuHa.
HuBHMOT 6poj NpogosKyBalle fa ce 3ro-
nemyBa peuncu L0 TPUCTOTUHU LPKBU 1
CeKoja roavHa noHaTamy pacreLle BO KOH-
TUHynTeT. Bo 2004 roanHa LpksaTa 6eLue
MOJepHM3NPaHa 1 Ha CBeLUTEHULUTE UM
ce fafe Aa pakoBogaT Co TepuTtopum - 3a
[a ro 3abp3at pa3smMHOXXyBameTo. Mimame
MWUTPONOJNINT, KOj € rNaBeH CBeLITeHUK
ennuCcKomn M LWeCT NOKaJHN CBeLTEHNLN
€nncKomnu, Kov nMaaTt TepUTOPUN 1 Ce Of-
roBOPHY 3a HKB. ViMaaT orpaHuyeHo npa-
BO U Ce CPeTHyBaarT [iBa NaTh FOAULLHO 3a
Ja OMCKYTMpaaT 3a OApeAeHM npaLiarba u
Ja rv pewasaaT npobnemuTe. Mutpono-
NNTOT Fo UMa KpajHuoT 360p. "Ca. MNMasne"
e UpKBa Ha [incocuc, enapxuja og Majamu.
CBewTeHUKOT AHTOYH Kxoypw e Hawwmnot
xupeapx. TeputopujanHo ru nokpusa Ce-
BepHa 1 JyxHa KaponuHa, Llopuwmja, ®no-
puaa, Anabama, Mucucunu, TeHecn n Jlyn-
3ujaHa. Hawara upksea Bo Hejnnc e og 1997
rognHa. CerawHata flokaumja e oTkyrneHa
BO 1998 rognHa, TemenuTe ce OCBETEHU, U
Bo 2005 roauHa NoyHa rn3rpagbarta Ha ce-
rawHaTa upksa. [lpBata muca BO HoBaTa
LpKBa ja oapxaBme Bo ¢deBpyapu 2006
roguHa.

Konky Bawara ypkBa ja HeryBa u ja
yyBa Tpaguuvjata Ha npaBocnaBue-
TO, CO Orfief Ha Toa WTO MMETO Ha
Bawara LpKBa, aHTMOXMCKa, ynaTyBa
Ha M3BOPHUTE MpefaHunja, Ha Kope-
HbaTa Ha NPaBOC/aBMeTo?

SHAHEEN: LipkBaTta BO LienocT ja He-
ryBa Bepckara Tpaguuuja. Haweto noun-
TyBatbe € MAEHTUYHO CO OHa Ha npeT-
XofHuUTe UpKBM. Hawwnte cnyx6eHn KHUrm
ce npeBeAeHN Of aparncky Ha aHMIUCKK
ja3uk 1 BO 3auyByBareTO Ha TpPagMLum-
jaTta Ha AHTUOX; HMe cme LipkBa BO Koja
e fobpenojoeH cekoj Koj caka fa ja npu-
datm 1 fga ja HeryeBa Bepata. Hue cme
BKJTyuY/TeNIHA LIPKBa, LWMPOKO NMPOCTpaHa
LPKBa, HE CMe eKCKJ1y3VIBHa 1 OTBOPEHMU
cme 3a cute. Mcto Taka, nmame UBPCTU
BpCKu co bnunckuor, CpegHuoT MIcToK 1 co
apanckata XpuUCcTujaHCcKa KynTypa v Tpa-
anunja.

Konky ncnosepyBareTo u npuuec-
TYBaHETO, KaKO 1 Apyrute CBETU Taj-
HW, Ce 3aaprKaHn BO Balata upkBa?

SHAHEEN: Cegymte cekpameHTU (MnC-
Tepun) ce ocHoBa Ha Llpkeata, Tme ce
yyBaaT 1 Ce ofpXyBaaT, U UM ce HypaT
CaMO Ha OHMEe KOW M Ce MOTYMHETU Ha
Bepara. Toa ce: EBxapuctuja (Eucharist) nnn
CeetaTa KomyHa MpuyectyBatbe, BUCTUH-
CKOTO MpUCYCcTBO Ha Xpuctoc, Herosoto
Teno n HerosaTa KpB; bantmsam Kpuwre-
Barbe (Bne3oT BO Beparta); [loTBpayBatbe,
MCTO TaKa, HapeuyeHo Xpuamauuja (noceb-
HO MUpOMoMa3saHue - nogapok og CeeTnoT
ayx; Vcnosep MNpu3HaHre (akT Ha Kaerbe);

HewnckpeHOoCT - akT Ha MUporomasaHue 3a
nexkyBarbe ofi dusmuka 6onect; Matpu-
MOHWja - bpak - 3aefgHuLa 6narocnoBeHa
on bor 3a ga ce co3page NMocoBpLUEHO
YOBEUKO CyLITECTBO U Aa ro pednekTrpa
HeroBroT Kpeupauku ayx npeky cospa-
Batbe Ha NnoTomcTBo. CoBpLUEHaTa 3aefHu-
ua e pednekumja Ha npBaTa Kpeauuja og
bora, Afam (HanpaBeH of rMuHa) of, Koj,
nak, e cosgageHa Esa. bpakot rn obeau-
HyBa; CBeTuTe 3aMoBeay, YOBEKOT fa buae
nugep Ha noumTyBamweTo Ha bora, pa ja
Uma yecta fa ro nosuka bora Ha ueno
YOBELWTBO Aa My Aapw ieKyBahe, co3a-
Batbe Ha XMBOT, 36oraTyBare 1 06HOBY-
Bahbe Ha fobpuHarTa.

EneH op ycnosute 3a Bne3 Ha Pe-
ny6nuka MakegoHuja Bo EY e n Taa
[a ro CMeHV KaneHJapoT Ha cJiaBe-
HEeTO Ha NPaBOC/IaBHUTE NPa3HULIN.
Hanwn Hap Bac ce uyBcTByBa NpuTn-
COKOT Ha eKYMEHCTBOTO 3a MPOMeHa
Ha KaneHJapot?

SHAHEEN: lNogaTtounTe 3a penurnos-
HOTO MO3HaBake€ Ha HaCTaHWUTE 3a XU-

BOTOT Ha XpUCTOC ce puKCupaHu og Tpa-
anunjata. KaneHgaport e Kpeauuja Ha vo-
BEKOT M TpaguuumnTe Ha LipKBaTa ce Kpea-
uvja Ha bora. HvKoj HMKoralw He no6apan
npaBoCnaBHMTE Ja NpudartaT HEKOj oape-
OeH KaneHgap.

. Konky cte otBopeHu 3a copaboTka
CO APYr1 NPABOC/ABHN XPUCTUjAHCKI
LIPKBM BO CBETOT 1 Jafn MMaTe oc-
TBapEHO HeKakBa copaboTKa Co He-
KOja apyra npaBoC/iaBHa LipKBa?

SHAHEEN: LpkBaTta og AHTMOX CEKO-
rals y4yecTtByBana BO UT'YMEHCKNTE aKTUB-

HOCTM 1 e BO LieNIoCHO obefrHeHre Ha
Beparta co apyrute. Bo CeBepHa AmepuKa,
muTpononutoT Ouaun, HaWKoT BofayY, OT-
ceKorall e oTBOpeH 3a copaboTka mery
npaBocnaeneTo. Toj BepyBa AeKka eaviH-
CTBEH HauuH AmepuKka Aa nNpemuHe BO
npaBoC/iaBHa e 1 NpeKy Haleto obean-
HyBahe. Bo MHOry rpafoBu, npaBocC/aB-
HOTO CBELUTEHCTBO MMa OCHOBaHO 6par-
CTBa N OpraHv3aunn 1 pefoBHO ce cpeT-
HyBa 3a fla 6orocnyu 3aegHo. OcobeHo
BO MpaBOC/laBHaTa Hefdesa, Koja e npBa
Hepena of flonemmnoT NocT.

MoeTo nnyHo ncKycTBO Mokaxa feka
jac n moeto cemejctBo 6eBme npuda-
TeHN co nocebHa TOMIMHa U rocTo-
NPMMCTBO Of CTpaHa Ha Bawarta
LpKBa. 3Haun N1 Toa ieka cuTe Bep-
HMUM Kou foaraat Kaj Bac v og gpyru
jypncamkumm HamgysaaT Ha Bawe
rocTONpUMCTBO?

SHAHEEN: Hve Bo "Cg. lNaBne" Hanop-
HO ce TpyauMme cekoj da 6uge pobpe-
JojoeH. Cnukata Ha roCTONPUMCTBOTO Ha
AbpaxaM HEé yunm fa ru npeyekyBame

CTpaHUMTE Kako WTO npaBen Abpaxam.
Toa e Hawarta Tpaguuwmja Bo "C.. MaBne".

Janwn cte cnywHane 3a MakegoHcKa-
Ta NpaBocC/iaBHa LpKBa 1 3a Oxpug-
cKaTa naTpujapLumja BO Koja 1 geHec
MMa 365 LpKBU N e MeKa Ha Xpuc-
TWjaHCTBO?

SHAHEEN: 3a xan, MakeoHckaTa npa-
BOC/NaBHa LIPKBa He MV € AOBOJIHO MO3-
HaTa, U Me HaBegyBa Aa cdatam KoMKy
MHOTY HM e NoTpebHO 365uXKyBatbe, CO
Lien Aa ry npowvpume Hawute chakama.
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2004, the Church was restructured and
Bishops were given territories to admin-
ister — accelerating the growth. We have
a Metropolitan, who is the chief Bishop
and six local bishops who have territories
they are responsible for. They have limit-
ed authority and meet twice a year to
discuss issues and solve problems. The
Metropolitan is the final authority. St.
Paul - is a Church of the Diocese of Mi-
ami. Bishop Antoun Khouri is our hier-
arch. The territory covers North & South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Tennessee and Louisiana. Our
Church in Naples began in 1997; they
purchased the current location in 1998,
worshipped in a house on the property
and in 2005 - began the construction of
the current Church. The first service in
the new Church was in February of 2006.

How much Your church cultivate
and keep the tradition of ortho-
doxy, because the name of Your
church Antiohian refer to the roots
of Orthodoxy?

SHAHEEN: The Church has kept the
tradition of the faith completely. We wor-
ship exactly the same as the early Church.
Our service books were translated from
Arabic to English and in keeping the tra-
dition of Antioch; we are a Church which
welcomes anyone who wants to em-
brace the faith. We are an inclusive Church
not an exclusive one, but open to all. We
have strong ties to the Middle East and
to the Arabic Christian Culture and Heri-
tage.

Are confessions and viaticum, and
others holly secrets are still present
in Your church?

SHAHEEN: The Seven Sacraments (mys-
teries) are the foundation of the Church,
they are guarded and maintained and
offered only to those who declare they
are bound to the faith. The seven are
listed: Eucharist or Holy Communion, the
real presence of Christ, His Body and his
Blood; Baptism (the entry into the faith);
Confirmation - also called Chrismation
(A special anointing - the gift of the Holy
Spirit; Confession (The act of repen-
tance); Unction - the act of anointing for
the healing of physical ailments; Matri-
mony — Marriage - the union blessed by
God to create the more perfect being
and reflect His creating spirit through
procreation. The perfect union is reflec-
tive of God's first creation, Adam (man is
made of clay) out of which he created
EVE. Marriage reunites them; Holy Orders
the setting aside of man to lead in the

worship of God to have the honor to call
upon God to send to all mankind his
healing, life creating, enriching and re-
newing grace.

»
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together. Especially the Sunday of Ortho-
doxy, which is the first Sunday of Great
Lent.

HOLY

(B

HOLY

HOLY

www.antiochian.org/stpaulchurch

One of the conditions for entrance
of Republic of Macedonia in the Eu-
ropean Union is to change the cal-
endar for celebrate of orthodoxy
holidays. Is there some pressure
against You like a church for chang-
ing your calendar?

SHAHEEN: The dates for religious ac-
knowledgment of events in the life of
Christ are fixed by tradition. The Calen-
dar is the creation of man and the tradi-
tions of the Church are the creation of
God. No one ever asked the Orthodox to
accept any specific calendar.

Are Your Church is open for collabo-
rations with other orthodoxy chur-
ches across the world, and did you
have realize some collaboration with
other Orthodoxy Church?

SHAHEEN:The Church of Antioch has
always participated in ecumenical activi-
ties and is in full union of faith with oth-
ers. In North America, Metropolitan PHILIP,
our leader, has always been an outspo-
ken advocate of collaboration among the
Orthodox. He believes the only way to
convert America to Orthodoxy is through
our own unity. In many cities, the Ortho-
dox Clergy have brotherhoods and orga-
nizations and meet regularly to worship

My experience shows me that, | and
my family are accepted with a lot of
warm, love and hospitality from
your Church. Is that a routine for all
other believers which are come in
You Church from others jurisdic-
tions?

SHAHEEN: We at St. Paul try very hard
to make everyone welcome. The icon of
the hospitality of Abraham teaches us to
welcome the stranger as Abraham did.
Because we never know when we might
be welcoming the angels, the saints, or
God himself in the incarnate Lord. This is
our tradition at St. Paul.

Did you know something for Mace-
donian Orthodoxy Church and Ohrid
Parish in which there are 365 chur-
ches and its Meka for Orthodoxy?

SHAHEEN: Unfortunately the Church
of Macedonia is not well known to me,
and it makes me realize how much we
need unity to broaden our understand-

ing.

Very Rev. Joseph M. Shaheen
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